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assigned to each minister and assistant his exact
share in the performance of each sacrifice, and his
portion of the ancient sacred poetry, to be recited,
sung, or muttered by him, as the case might be.

Fortunately for us, there was one class of priests
for whom no special prayer-book was made, contain-
ing such extracts only as were required to accom-
pany certain ceremonies, but who had to know by
heart the whole treasure of their sacred and national
poetry. In this manner much has been preserved
to us of the ancient poetry of India, which has no
special reference to sacrificial acts. We have, in fact,
one great collection of ancient poetry, and that is the
collection which is known by the name of the Rig-
Veda, or the Veda of the hymns: in truth, the only
real or historical Veda, though there are other books
called by the same name.

This Veda consists of ten books, each book being
an independent collection of hymns, though carried
out under the same presiding spirit1. These col-
lections were preserved as sacred heirlooms in dif-
ferent families, and at last united into one great
body of sacred poetry. Their number" amounts to
1017 or 1028.

The period during which the ancient hymns were
collected, and arranged as prayer-books for the four
classes of priests, so as to enable them to take their
part in the various sacrifices, has been called the
Mantra period, and may have extended from about
1000 to 800 B.C.

1 This is pointed out by the ParibMshas of the Anukramawls, wliich
explain the order of the deities according to which the hymns in each
MawcZala were arranged.